
VIRGINIA PLAN vs. NEW JERSEY PLAN 
 

The Virginia Plan proposed 
instead a legislative branch 
consisting of two chambers 
(bicameral legislature), in each of 
which the states would be 
represented in proportion to 
their “Quotas of contribution, or 
to the number of free 
inhabitants.” States with a large 
population, like Virginia (which 

was the most populous state at the time), would thus have more 
representatives than smaller states. Large states supported this plan, 
and smaller states, which feared losing substantial power in the 
national government, generally opposed it, preferring an alternative 
put forward by the New Jersey delegation on June 15. The New Jersey 
Plan proposed a single-chamber legislature in which each state, 
regardless of size, would have one vote, as under the Articles of 
Confederation.  
 

The Virginia Plan 
 

Branches   
Three - legislative, executive, and judicial. The legislature was more 
powerful, as it chose people to serve in the executive and judicial 
branches. 
 
Legislature   
Two houses (bicameral). The House of Representatives was elected by 
the people and the Senate was elected by the state legislatures. Both 
were represented proportionally. 
 
Other Powers  
The legislature could regulate interstate trade, strike down laws 
deemed unconstitutional and use armed forces to enforce laws. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 VIRGINIA PLAN vs. NEW JERSEY PLAN 
 

The New Jersey Plan was a proposal for the 
structure of the United States Government 
proposed by William Paterson on June 15, 
1787. The plan was created in response to the 
Virginia Plan's call for two houses of 
Congress, both elected with proportional 
representation.[1] The less populous states 
were adamantly opposed to giving most of 
the control of the national government to the 
larger states, and so proposed an alternate 
plan that would have given one vote per state 

for equal representation under one legislative body.   
 
Under the New Jersey Plan, the organization of the legislature was 
similar to that of the modern day United Nations and other like 
institutions. This position reflected the belief that the states were 
independent entities, and, as they entered the United States of America 
freely and individually, so they remained. The New Jersey plan also 
gave power to regulate trade and to raise money by taxing foreign 
goods. 
 
  

The New Jersey Plan 
 

Branches   
Three - legislative, executive, and judicial. The legislature appoints 
people to serve in the executive branch, and the executive branch 
selects the justices of the Supreme Court. 
 
Legislature 
One house (unicameral). States would be represented equally, so all 
states had the same power. 
 
Other Powers 
The national government could levy taxes and import duties, regulate 
trade, and state laws would be subordinate to laws passed by the 
national legislature. 
 


